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Dr. Jolene Koester,

Interim Chancellor of

the California State

University

Dr. Lynnette Zelezny,

President of California

State University,

Bakersfield
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Ganesh Raman, Ph.D., Assistant Vice

Chancellor for Research at the

California State University Office of

the Chancellor

Rossitza Wooster, Ph.D., Dean of the

Graduate School at Portland State

University and President of the

Western Association of Graduate

Schools

Krystal Raynes, Senior at CSU

Bakersfield and member of the CSU

Board of Trustees
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Margarita Melendez, M.ed., Education

Program Specialist with the United

States Department of Education and

Program Lead for Promoting

Postbaccalaureate Opportunities for

Hispanic Americans program

Brent Foster, Ph.D., Assistant Vice

Chancellor and State University Dean

for Academic Programs at the California

State University Office of the

Chancellor
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Luis Vega, Ph.D., Interim Dean for

Graduate and Undergraduate

Studies

Debra Jackson, Ph.D., Associate Vice

President for Academic Affairs and

Dean of Academic Programs
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CSU Bakersfield
CSU Bakersfield's campus spans 375 acres

and was previously agricultural land

before being converted to its current state.

The school's mascots, roadrunners, still

roam the campus.roam the campus.

Anna Jacobsen,  Ph.D.,
Professor of Biology

The effects of fire on bat
activity in Sequoia and

Kings Canyon National Park

Autumn Corrow
FInalist

Advisor: Dr. Amber Stokes

Isabella Ozuna

Flashy Fluorescence

Advisor: Dr. Anna Doty



CSU Chico
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Chico State is home to the exotic "corpse

flower" that blooms only every 4 years,

reaches heights of 6+ feet, and emits a putrid

smell so strong it can be detected across

campus and more than an 1/8th of a mile away.

Modeling Scavenging Patterns within
the Willamette Valley of Oregon:

Informing Search Structure in
Medicolegal Investigations

Cheyenne Collins
finalist

Advisor: Dr. Lori Webber

Sandra Scholten

Crisis targeted pregnancy centers:
Crisis pregnancy centers locate
near planned parenthood clinics

and in low-income areas

Advisor: Ashley Kendell



CSU Dominguez Hills

CSU Dominguez Hill’s 346 acres were once a section of

the first private land grant in Southern California--

the Rancho San Pedro belong to the Dominguez family.

The site chosen for the university was known as the

Dominguez Hills, named after the family.

CSU Dominguez Hills Ken Seligson, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor of Anthropology
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Autumn Corrow

The effects of fire on bat activity in
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park  

Biology

Advisor: Dr. Anna Doty

Bakersfield

CSU Dominguez Hills Ken Seligson, Ph.D., Assistant

Public School Leadership During
a Pandemic: Three Case Studies

Lamiya Hoque

Advisor: Dr. Sheryl Ryan

Jennifer Robbins

Occupational Justice For Women
Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence

Advisor: Dr. Rui Sun & Dr. Hugo Asencio



Fresno StateFresno State
Fresno State was the first

U.S. university to establish

a commercial winery.
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Autumn Corrow

The effects of fire on bat activity in
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park  

Biology

Advisor: Dr. Anna Doty

Bakersfield

Recycling the Trash in Your Brain

Jorge Jacinto

Advisor: Dr. Cory Brooks

Carina Villegas

DNA Lego – Assembly Required
Advisor: Dr. Joy J. Goto



CSU Fullerton
CSU Fullerton's mascot is an elephant

named Tuffy the Titan. The elephant was

adopted after an actual intercollegiate

elephant race was held on campus in

1962, dubbed the "Dumbo Downs."

named Tuffy the Titan. The elephant was

Rob Sage, Business Librarian
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Autumn Corrow

The effects of fire on bat activity in
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park  

Biology

Advisor: Dr. Anna Doty

Bakersfield

Cherwell’s Labyrinth: Gamified
Onboarding Training For CSUSB

Instructional Designers

Mandy Taylor

Advisor: Dr. William Marelich

Remus Mitchell

Attitudes Towards Learning Disabilities  
Scale Construction and Validation

Advisor: Dr. Debra Ambrosetti



Cal Poly Humboldt
Cal Poly Humboldt became Northern

California's first polytechnic

university in 2022.
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Autumn Corrow

The effects of fire on bat activity in
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park  

Biology

Advisor: Dr. Anna Doty

Bakersfield

Monitoring Bull Kelp at High Resolutions

Hannah Joss

Advisor: Dr. Janelle Adsit

Anne Howard

Counter-Mapping LiteratureAdvisor: Dr. James Graham



CSU Long Beach

Dr. Maulana Karenga, a

professor of Africana Studies at

CSU Long Beach, created the first

pan-African holiday, Kwanzaa.

Dina Perrone,  Ph.D.,

Associate Dean of

Graduate Studies

Jody Cormack, Ph.D.,

Vice Provost for

Academic Programs

and Dean of

Graduate Studies
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The Impact of Covid-19 on Prisoners:
Former Inmates’, Families of the

Incarcerated, and Correctional Officers’
Perspectives

Olivia Andrade

Dr. Young-Hee Cho

Trong Pham

Dual-tasking reduces fall risk
among older adults

Advisor: Dr. Connie Ireland

Dina Perrone, Ph.D.,

Graduate Studies



Cal State Los Angeles is the only university in

Southern California to have a campus Metrolink

rail station; Other than Union Station, it is now

Metrolink's busiest L.A. station.

Cal State Los Angeles
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Leveraging bird specimens to quantify the historical
effects of urbanization on avifauna in Los Angeles

Advisor: Dr. Eric Wood

Sean Lyon



CSU Monterey Bay is built on a former army

base. The campus borders 8,000 acres of

pristine oak woodland and savannah in the

Fort Ord National Monument and the

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.

CSU Monterey Bay
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As Oxygen Declines in a Local Estuary,
How Will Juvenile Flatfish Respond?

Juliana CorneTT

Advisor: Dr. Cheryl Logan

Connie Machuca

Save Our Streams: A Microscopic
Solution to Pollution
Advisor: Dr. Nathaniel Jue

Doug Smith, PH.D.,

Interim Dean of

Graduate Studies

and Research



CSU Northridge

currently has

377,233 alumni.

CSU Northridge
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What is the Relationship between
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and

Romantic Relationship Satisfaction in
Young Adults?

Jessica Gonzalez
finalist

Advisor: Dr. Judith DeBonis

S. Jimmy Gandhi, Ph.D.,

Assistant professor,

Manufacturing Systems

Engineering &

Management (MSEM)

Systolic Blood Pressure is Associated with
Carotid Intima-Media Thickness (CIMT)

Independently of Type 2 Diabetes
Predisposition in Minority Adolescents

Advisor: Dr. Claudia Toledo Corral

Randy N. Farber, Ph.D.,

Professor, Health

Sciences

Velia Nunez



What is now the green wooded expanse of the Cal

Poly Pomona campus was originally the winter

ranch home of W.K. Kellogg, of breakfast cereal

fame. The university has carefully preserved many

features of Kellogg's hilltop Arabian horse ranch,

including his mansion, rose gardens, avocado groves,

stables and, of course, the award-winning Kellogg

Arabian horses, featured in horse shows on campus.

Cal Poly Pomona
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Transglutaminase treatment of
Rice Protein for improved

functionality in gluten-free pasta

Dion Chang

Advisor: Advisor: Dr. Yao Olive Li

Anas Salah Eddin, PH.D.,

Assisstant Professor

Electrical & Computer

Engineering



Home to more than 3,500 trees, Sac

State is a Tree Campus USA, having held

the distinction since 2013.

State is a Tree Campus USA, having held

Sacramento State
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Psychedelic Leadership: Expanding
Consciousness, Connection, and Profit

Kristin Mills

Advisor: Dr. Mickel & Dr. Riolli

Rebekkah Mulholland, Ph.D.,

Assistant Professor of

History



Legend has it that CSU San Bernardino’s

Wild Song sculpture depicting the CSUSB

mascot, the coyote, possesses a lucky paw,

which has turned green from the many

students who rub it before final exams.

CSU San Bernardino
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Unapologetically Her: A Nomadic-
Intersectional Case Study Analysis on Lizzo

and Jillian Michaels

Alexia Martinez

Advisor: Dr. Mariam Beltemidze

Cynthia Crawford, Ph.D.,

Director of Research

Development

Cameron Fraser

Demonstration of Therapeutic Potential of
C3aR1 Targeting CAR T Cells

Advisor: Dr. Laura Newcomb and Dr. Aileen Anderson

Ryan Keating, Ph.D.,

Professor of History



In 1963, just months before he was

assassinated, U.S. President John F. Kennedy

gave the commencement address at San Diego

State College. President Kennedy received the

university's first honorary doctorate – also

the first in the CSU system.

San Diego State
University
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Tracy Love, Ph.D.,

Dean of the College

of Graduate Studies

Choline Supplementation Mitigates Effects
of Prenatal THC Exposure on Spatial

Memory in Rats
Advisor: Dr. Jennifer D. Thomas

The research to practice gap: Exploring
the attitudes toward evidence-based
practice in substance use providers

Advisor: Dr. Lianne Urada

the first in the CSU system.

Karen ThomasMelanie Nicholls
finalist

John Crockett, Ph.D.,

Senior Director of

Research Advancement

San Diego State Tracy Love, Ph.D.,



The San Francisco State University mascot is the Gator

(alligator). Selected by students in 1931, it was

originally spelled with an "er" — Golden Gaters — a

play on words to emphasize SF State's location.

San Francisco State University

CSU Grad Slam 2022 pg. 21

Combating mass mortality
of a valuable native species

Allie Margulies

Advisor: Dr. Andrew Chang

Harbor seal pupping at
the Russian River Mouth

Advisor: Dr. Ellen Hines

Dagny Ysais



In 2019, 48% of the master’s degrees in

engineering awarded by the CSU system were

awarded by San José

State University. In fact, 2% of the

engineering master's degrees awarded in the

entire United States were awarded by SJSU!

engineering awarded by the CSU system were

engineering master's degrees awarded in the

San José State University
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Fire Tornadoes: The Unicorns of Fire Weather

Kate Forrest

Advisor: Dr. Craig Clements

Buried Treasure in San Francisco’s
Golden Gate Park

Advisor: Dr. Erica Buurman

Nathaniel Pergamit

Pamela Stacks, Ph.D,

Director, Associate

Vice President of

Graduate Studies and

Research

Pamela Stacks, Ph.D,



Cal Poly SLO is the second largest land-holding

university in California and one of the largest land-

holding universities in the nation. Cal Poly uses all

of its land holdings in active support of the

education of its students.

university in California and one of the largest land-

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
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education of its students.

Additive effects of humidity and temperature
on acclimation in a lizard

Jacob Campbell
Finalist

Advisor: Dr. Emily Taylor
Defining Mixed-Race College Students:
Examining Graduation Gaps Between

Multiracial & Monoracial Undergraduates
Advisor: Dr. Sonia Ramrakhiani

Savannah Weaver

Bob Crockett, Ph.D.,

Professor of Biomedical

Engineering



Before CSU San Marcos, the campus grounds were

home to the Prohoroff Poultry Farm. Nearly 40

years ago, the Prohoroff Poultry Farm Workers

met with Cesar Chavez, who held discussions to

unionize for the workers of the farm.

CSU San Marcos
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The Saturation Spectrum of Odd Cycles

Ciara Sanders

Advisor: Dr. André Kündgen
How do antibiotics in the coast affect the

transfer of antibiotic resistant genes?
Advisor: Dr. Elinne Becket

Michelle Kang



The Sonoma State motto is

"Lux Mentis, Lux Orbis"

(Light of the Mind, Light of

the World).

Sonoma State
University
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Food Fight! Prey Competition
between Two Important Marine

Predators

Zane Cooper

Advisor: Dr. Brent B. Hughes

Examining the effects of tree structure on
wildfire using voxelized terrestrial remote

sensing data and computational fluid dynamics
fire modeling

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Patrick Bentley

Alyssa Cooper
FInalist

Derek Girman, Ph.D.,

Director of Graduate Studies



Stanislaus State
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Breaking Gendered Stereotypes:
Second-generation Panjabi
Women’s Perspectives of

Partnership and Education

Raina Chelise
Finalist

Advisor: Dr. Sevaughn Banks

Dare to Play: Co-Creating Inviting
Spaces with Adult Learners
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Montero Hernandez

Tawinderjit Kaur
Finalist

Ashley Reeves Huckaby,
Administrative
Analyst/Specialist in the
Office of Research and
Sponsored Programs

Stanislaus State

Kaitlyn Day,
Research

Coordinator for the
Office of Research

and Sponsored
Programs
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What is the Relationship between
Adverse Childhood Experiences

(ACEs) and Romantic Relationship
Satisfaction in Young Adults?

Advisor: Dr. Judith DeBonis
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Defining Mixed-Race College Students:
Examining Graduation Gaps Between

Multiracial & Monoracial
Undergraduates

Advisor: Dr. Sonia Ramrakhiani

Food Fight! Prey Competition
between Two Important

Marine Predators
Advisor: Dr. Brent B. Hughes
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Debra L. Jackson, PhD
Debra Jackson is a Professor of Philosophy and
serves as Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs and Dean of Academic Programs at CSU
Bakersfield. She received her B.A. in Philosophy
from Middle Tennessee State University and her
Ph.D. in Philosophy from Purdue University. Dr.
Jackson’s research focuses on epistemological
issues regarding gender and race, especially with
regard to sexual violence against women. She
also serves as Principal Investigator for a 5-year,
$2,797,950 grant, “Promoting Excellence in
Graduate Education and Increasing Hispanic
STEM Related Degree Completion,” from the U.S.
Department of Education.

Luis Vega, PhD
Luis Vega, Ph.D. is a Professor of Psychology and
is currently serving as Interim Associate Dean,
Graduate & Undergraduate studies. Dr. Vega has
been at CSUB for over 25 years and is a proud
product of California's educational system (CCC,
CSU, UC). Working at CSUB is his dream job and
he sees himself in all our students looking for a
better tomorrow.
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Martha Manriquez
Martha Manriquez has been working in the
Graduate Student Center for 9 years. She is
currently a graduate student in the MA in Spanish
program. Her favorite thing about CSUB is the
campus community. She enjoys traveling and
spending time with family and friends.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/csubgsc
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/csubgsc/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/csubgsc
Linktree: https://linktr.ee/CSUBgsc

Adrianne Silva, MBA
Adrianne Silva has been working with graduate
students since 2018. She enjoys both being a
CSUB student for the MPA program and as staff
for the Graduate Student Center, which allows
her to guide prospective and current graduate
students to achieve their career and educational
goals.

She has experience working in several different
industries and managing a work/school/life
balance, which allows her to understand the
needs and issues that can arise for many
graduate students. Her goal in every meeting is
to help you find the best path to achieve your
goals!

Linkedin:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/adriannesilva/
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Logan Reifsteck
Logan Reifsteck is a graduate student in the
Educational Counseling program. He is also an
administrative support coordinator in NSME
grants and outreach. Logan is from Illinois and is
a big Chicago Bears fan.

Jay Shyamdasani
Jay is currently a senior majoring in Business
Administration. In his free time, Jay loves
swimming, playing cricket, and traveling.
Australia is the next place on his destination list.

He is very passionate about opening his own
business right after graduating, and he is
confident it will flourish in 5 years.
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Mary Killeen Pena
Mary is a first-year graduate student in the
English program and a Graduate Student
Center student assistant. She is also a
mother to two and a postpartum doula -
runs her own business (Dyad Parenting
Support) in Bakersfield.

Mary plans to teach college writing after
graduation from CSUB and eventually
pursue a Ph.D.  She is originally from
Seattle and enjoys going home for visits
when she needs a break from the
Bakersfield heat.  

Nancy Vargas
Nancy is a third-year graduate student in the
Counseling Psychology program. She is also a
clinic manager and counselor trainee at the
University Counselor Training Clinic which offers
low-cost individual, couple, family, and group
counseling services to members of the
Bakersfield community.

Nancy is originally from Reedley, CA which is a
small, agricultural town in Fresno County. In her
free time, Nancy enjoys trying out new coffee
shops and spending time with her cat.
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